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Abstract: This statement concerns the potential environmental impacts associated with the Tier 1 Corridors
identified for the Aroostook County Transportation Study, and one of the Tier 2 segments (Segment 4, the
Route 1-161 Connector in Caribou). The purpose of the ACTS is to evaluate transportation alternatives that
would improve the region’s economy by improving transportation mobility. Decision making regarding the
selection of an overall Preferred Corridor and the segments that compose it is being deferred for an
unspecified amount of time. The more specific purpose for Segment 4 is to enhance regional transportation by
improving traffic mobility in Caribou. This FEIS evaluates six alignment options for impacts to cultural and
natural resources, socioeconomic concerns, visual and scenic resources, hazardous materials, existing land
use, and local/regional transportation needs. The Preferred Alternative, Alignment Option 4B, is a
refinement of SDEIS Alignment Option 3. The Preferred Alternative would be a new 2-lane controlled access
highway extending east and north from the Route 1/Route 89 intersection, crossing Route 1 north of the Cary
Medical Center, and connecting to Route 161 at a point approximately 1.25 miles south of Ogren Road.
Implementation of the proposed project would provide transportation improvements which improve travel
times and mobility and decrease the volume of through trucks in downtown Caribou, while at the same time
minimizing environmental and community impacts. Sufficient right-of-way would be acquired to allow the
Route 1-161 Connector to be widened to 4 lanes in the future.

The Preferred Alternative will result in the loss of approximately 3.4 acres of wetlands. The Preferred
Alternative will not involve the use of lands subject to Section 4(f) of the DOT Act.
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