
 

 

Meeting Notes Attendees: Date/Time: November 8, 2005 

  Project No.: 09228 
  

See sign-in sheet 

Purpose: Discuss EIS Purpose and Need 

 Place: Warwick Central Library Notes Taken by: EIS Team 

T.F. Green Airport Improvement Program
Environmental Impact Statement 

 
 
Summary of Inter-Agency/Tribal Coordination Meeting – November 8, 2005 12:30 PM - 4:00 PM 
 
Meeting Purpose: 

 To discuss the Purpose and Need for the proposed action (program of airport improvements) 
 To review and revise the: 

 Purpose and Need “Abstract” 
 Statement of Project Purpose 

 To work towards consensus on the Purpose and Need Statement 
 
Meeting Notes: 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) held an Inter-Agency/Tribal Coordination Group 
Meeting on November 8, 2005 at the Warwick Central Library in Warwick, Rhode Island. Invitations 
to the meeting were sent on August 19, 2005 to the Coordination Group (See below for members of 
the Coordination Group). On October 6, 2005, the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Team 
posted the Purpose and Need Statement to the EIS website and notified the Coordination Group. The 
Coordination Group was asked to review the Purpose and Need Statement and provide comments to 
the EIS Team prior to the November 8, 2005 Coordination Group Meeting. 
 
Coordination Group 

 U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 

 Federal Highway 
Administration 

 Rhode Island Office of the 
Governor 

 U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development 

 Rhode Island Department 
of Environmental 
Management  

 Rhode Island Historical 
Preservation and Heritage 
Commission 

 U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers 

 Rhode Island Department 
of Transportation  

 Rhode Island Department 
of Health 

 Federal Transit 
Administration 

 Rhode Island Statewide 
Planning 

 Narragansett Indian Tribe 

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

 Rhode Island Coastal 
Resources Management 
Council 

 

 
Susanna Liller, of Barton and Gingold, welcomed the group and explained how the meeting would 
be run. John Silva, FAA Project Manager, provided an introduction to the attendees and presented 
the intent of a Purpose and Need Statement. Mr. Silva explained that a Purpose and Need Statement 
lays out what the lead agency would like to accomplish. The T.F. Green Airport Improvement 
Program includes projects at the Airport to improve safety and efficiency. The projects are not 
environmental improvement projects per se, but some could have environmental benefits. Mr. Silva 
noted that according to the federal guidelines; the Purpose and Need Statement is not the appropriate 
place to list environmental concerns unless the projects are specifically for environmental purposes. 
The role of the Environmental Impact Statement process is to fully examine the environmental 
consequences of the proposed projects. 
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T.F. Green Airport Improvement Program
Environmental Impact Statement 

This was followed by Carol Lurie, Project Manager from Vanasse Hangen Brustlin, who reviewed the 
meeting agenda, the handouts, the EIS process, and the meeting objective. Ms. Lurie provided an 
overview of public and Coordination Group comments on the Purpose and Need for the program. 
Ms. Lurie reviewed the changes in the Purpose and Need Statement that had been made as a result of 
the public and Coordination Group comments and read the Purpose and Need “Abstract” aloud to 
the group. 
 
Ms. Liller first opened the meeting up to comments on the Purpose and Need Chapter and then to 
comments on the Purpose and Need “Abstract” and Statement of Project Purpose. Ms. Liller 
reviewed the written comments that were submitted prior to the meeting and asked for additional 
comments. 
 
Participants commented on the following topics: 
 

 The content of the Purpose and Need 
“Abstract” 

 Listing specific needs for the proposed 
program in the “Abstract”  

 The wording of the Statement of Project 
Purpose 

 Listing environmental concerns in the 
Statement of Project Purpose 

 How the Purpose and Need affects the 
alternatives screening 

 Consideration of unmet demand 
 Definitions of capacity and efficiency 
 Off-site alternatives 
 The Warwick Intermodal Train Station 
 FAA Safety Standards

 
After two hours of lively discussion the Coordination Group reached the following conclusions: 
 

 The Coordination Group did not have substantive comments or concerns on the Purpose and 
Need Chapter and its Technical Appendices. The comments and feedback from the Coordination 
Group on the Purpose and Need Chapter were very helpful.  Edits and suggestions will be 
incorporated into the revised Purpose and Need Chapter in the Draft EIS. 

 The wording of the Purpose and Need Statement was revised from its initial proposed language, 
and it is better placed in context with a one-page abstract that will become the first page of the 
Purpose and Need Chapter in the Draft EIS. 

 
The Purpose and Need “Abstract” and Statement were revised at the meeting to read as shown 
below. The FAA will work with consensus point signatories: the Narragansett Indian Tribe, USACE, 
EPA, USFWS, RIDEM, and FHWA to come to consensus on the statement over the next 10 business 
days (by November 22, 2005).  
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T.F. Green Airport Improvement Program
Environmental Impact Statement 

Start of Purpose and Need “Abstract” 

Purpose of and Need for the T.F. Green Airport Improvement Program 

T.F. Green Airport in Warwick, Rhode Island is the primary commercial service airport serving the 
State of Rhode Island and an area the stretches into southeastern Massachusetts and eastern 
Connecticut.  In 2004, the Airport served over 5.5 million air passengers; the passenger forecast 
indicates that this demand level will continue to grow and by 2020 is anticipated to almost double to 
8.9 million annual passengers. The proposed T.F. Green Airport Improvement Program should safely 
and efficiently meet the current and anticipated demand for aviation services.  
 

The purpose of the T.F. Green Airport Improvement Program is to: 

 Enhance airport safety. 
 Enhance the efficiency of the Airport and the New England Regional Airport System, to more fully 

meet the current and anticipated demand for aviation service. 
 
The FAA and the Rhode Island Airport Corporation are mindful of environmental, community and 
cultural concerns of both the local area and the region, and seeks to identify and, where appropriate, 
avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate environmental impacts associated with the proposed T.F. Green 
Airport Improvement Program. 

The T.F. Green Airport Improvement Program is needed because: 

 Certain areas do not meet current FAA safety standards, including: 
 Runway 16-34 Runway Safety Areas are substandard 
 There are obstructions within the Airport’s air space  
 There are inadequate separation distances between taxiways and runways 

 
 The Airport’s current facilities cannot efficiently meet current and anticipated long-term regional 

demand, or efficiently serve Rhode Island residents. 
 The terminal and concourse areas are inadequate for the current passenger demand, and are 

not adequate to meet the anticipated increase in annual passengers (from 5.5 million to 8.9 
million) 

 There are inadequate parking facilities to meet current and future parking needs (even in 
consideration of the proposed intermodal facility) 

 Belly cargo and integrated cargo areas are inefficient and do not provide sufficient space to 
accommodate future cargo demands 

 The terminal roadway access system is inefficient and operates at unacceptable levels of 
service   

 The fuel farm is undersized and has capacity only to hold a 2-day supply of fuel 
 Runway lengths are inadequate to allow non-stop air service to long-distance destinations. 

 
The T.F. Green Airport Improvement Program, which comprises safety and efficiency projects, is 
intended to address these facility deficiencies and thereby enable the Airport to provide an 
appropriate and effective level of service and to function as an integral component of the local, 
regional, and national air transportation network. 
 

 

This Federal Aviation Administration deliberative draft is subject to change. 
\\Mawatr\ev\09228.00\tech\Public_Outreach\Agency_Coordination\Agency_Coordination_Meeting-11-8-2005\Meeting_notes\coord_group_meeting_notes11082005.doc DRAFT  11/30/2005 



 

4

 

T.F. Green Airport Improvement Program
Environmental Impact Statement 

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and Council on Environmental Quality regulations 
(40 CFR 1502.13) require that an Environmental Impact Statement include a statement defining the 
purpose of, and need for, a proposed federal action that has potential environmental impacts. FAA 
Order 1050.1E (paragraph 506d) states that the purpose and need section of the EIS should present 
the problem being addressed, how the alternatives would resolve the problem, and the benefits of the 
federal action. The purpose and need statement is used by the FAA to define the proposed action, 
determine the range of alternatives, and evaluate the effectiveness of the alternatives in meeting the 
purpose and need for the project. 
 
End of Purpose and Need “Abstract” 
 
The meeting concluded at 4:00 PM. 
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